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Pictures by Ivy Ashe

EMILY TURNEY TAKES BATTING PRACTICE WITH ANDREW WILEY BEHIND THE PLATE.

Little League All-Stars Hit the Road

Maybe you’ve seen them when you
drive past Veira Park in Oak Bluffs or
Nunes Field in Edgartown. You might
have heard the metal clinks of their bats
connecting with a fast-moving — rela-
tively speaking, Dustin Pedroia would
send it right over the fence — pitch,
or maybe the booming voices of their
coaches calling out plays from across
the field. What you might not have seen
or heard, though, are the sounds of
actual game play. These baseball play-
ers are good, and for just over a month
each summer, they take their talents
on the road (with certain exceptions,
usually in the form of Nantucket).

They are the Martha’s Vineyard
Little League All-Star teams, one
team each of nine, 10, 11 and 12-year-
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olds who have been recommended by
their regular-season coaches to the all-
volunteer staffs of the summer travel
squads. Extending the Little League
season and offering kids the chance to
play against some of the best talent in
the Northeast, and, in the case of the
12-year-old team, the entire country, is
away of “seeing how far you can up the
ante” of baseball skills, said Drew Kelly,
head coach for the nine-year-olds.
Mr. Kelly, as is the case with nearly
all of the teams’ coaching staffs,is in the
dual role of parent and coach;sons Hol-
lis and Mercer have both played under
his guidance. Kris Lukowitz, who works
with the 11-year-olds and is current
president of Martha’s Vineyard Little
League, coached his son Ben through

Please Adopt Us

The Animal Shelter of Martha’s Vine-
yard is quickly becoming a hub for un-
wanted, stray and homeless cats. Won’t
you please stop by to see them?

Adult cats available for adoption are:
Cleo, an older cat who loves to curl up
in your lap; Binx, who is all black with
beautiful long white whiskers; Phoebe,
an orange and white cat; Cyrus, the
shelter mascot; Miss Misty, also a long-
term shelter mascot; Gracie. a beautiful
friendly long-haired gray; Ananda, a
yellow tiger; Olive, a tortoiseshell with
a bobbed tail; and Dolly, another all-
black cat. The two new cats are Tinker-
belle, a big tiger and white with a sweet
round face who is about four years
old, and Banjo, an old fellow who was
brought in as a stray and would make
a wonderful pet for an older person.
We also have a beautiful pale yellow
tiger male — very young, about a year
old — who was found wandering on the
West Tisbury Road near the golf club
at night and brought to the shelter. So
far no one has claimed him, so he will
be neutered and put up for adoption.

Now for the kitten department. We
have five absolutely adorable kittens
in the kitten room — three gray (one
female and two males) and two black

kittens (one male and one female),
about six to eight weeks old. We have
all had such fun watching them play
and interact with each other. It will be
hard to chose one; they are all so cute.

We have two exceptional dogs:
Katama, a fawn Boxer cross and Ozzie,
a four-year-old Mini-Pin cross. They
love people.

Shelter hours are Wednesdays 8:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Thursdays and Fridays
8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturdays 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Little League All-Stars right into Babe
Ruth ball, and is now doing the same
for son Jonas.

“It’s a little easier the second time
around,” he said with a laugh during a
friendly game against Ernie Chaves’s
10-year-olds,commenting on the added
pressure of balancing the “business”
relationship of coach-to-player with
the everyday father-son dynamic.

Pressure, however, is something the
all-stars welcome.

“I like the thrill of playing against
other kids,” said Emily Turney, the lone
all-star girl for three years running. “It’s
good to watch the other teams and
learn from them.”

Ms. Turney, 12, is in her last Little
League season and says she will likely
move on to softball next year. For now,
though, she is making the most of her
time on the squad. Coach Bob Moore,
director of the Charter School in the
off-season, described Ms. Turney’s per-
formance during the annual team trip

JACOB GUNDERSEN PRACTICES WITH AIDEN ALIBERTI.

to Cooperstown, N.Y., where she hit a
home run, as “the talk of the town.” Be-
ing at the Hall of Fame grounds seemed
to bring out the best in the team’s bats.
Jack Slaton and Andrew Wiley turned
in three homers each during the tourna-
ment and Tucker McNeely, Silas Berlin,
and Isaac Higgins all sent one over the
fence. Mr. McNeely, Mr. Slaton and
Mr. Berlin, along with Kevin Cleary,
Nate D’ Angelo and Morgan Michalski
turned in solid performances on the
mound, backed up by Greg McCarron
and Mr. Wiley behind the plate. Mason
Jeffers and Emerson Mahoney played
infield.

“I like making cool plays like diving
catches,” said Mr. Mahoney, who has
been practicing his moves for seven years
(most of the other players have also been
honing their baseball skills since the days
of T-ball in kindergarten).

The stellar individual efforts of
the 12-year-olds, however, could not
overcome Cooperstown competition
capable of throwing 70 mph pitches
(compared to the more common 50 to
60 mph velocities), and despite close
calls, the team came up winless in New
York. With the rising talent of the 10
and 11-year-old squads, the former of
whom were regulars in the semifinals
and finals of their tournaments, and
the latter of whom played all the way
in the Little League district final, the
Vineyard future in Cooperstown looks
bright indeed.

Coach Moore, meanwhile, stressed
the true importance of all-star play in
a prepractice intervew: “It’s not about

them, it’s about us,” he said. Other
league coaches echoed the sentiment.

“The team is improving,” said
10-year-olds coaching assistant Andrew
Aliberti,“and I think that’s really what
we’re here to do.”

Perhaps the greatest seasonal im-
provement was shown by the young-
est team. The nine-year-olds took a
heavy loss in their very first tournament
against West Taunton, only to return
10 games later to beat the same oppo-
nent 3-2. The Taunton coaches “were
amazed,” said Mr. Kelly during a phone
interview.

Mr. Lukowitz said that his team,
too, has “played some tougher compe-
tition this summer.” They have risen
to the occasion each and every time;
the 11-year-olds were 5 and 0 in their
final tournament in Bourne last week-
end.

The evolution of the team units was
mentioned by all of the coaches as one
of the most rewarding parts of working
with the all-stars.

“I like the idea of a team,” said Mr.
Kelly.

“They’ve become close teammates,”
said Mr. Aliberti, “and they back each
other up.”

HEAD COACH DREW KELLY GIVES THE 9-YEAR-OLDS ADVICE.
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MARTHA'’S
VINEYARD
HOSPITAL

ullivan 5k

Run/Walk
Saturday, August 28th
Washington Park, Oak Bluffs
Download a registration form at:

mvhospital.com/runwalk
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FREE ESTIMATES - (508) 645-9300

SPECIALIZING IN:
 Frameless and Framed Shower Enclosures
* Custom Bevel Glass & Mirrors
* Tabletops
o Specialty Cabinet Glass
e Screen & Window Repair
* Commercial Storefronts & Entryways

¢ Insulated Glass

508.693.4641

focused on residential architecture

Edward Bing Architects Inc.
West Tisbury and Cambridge Massachusetts

617.354.7978

www.bingarchitects.com
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@ THE BONEYARD

SURF AND SKATE SHOP

GET THEM BEFORE THEY SELL OUT (AGAIN!)

.

NOW IN STOCK!

WABOBA

The ball that bounces on the water!
EXTREME $8.99 « PRO $9.99

Available in both locations.

250 Upper Main St. (across from Stop & Shap) * 6 Kelley St. (across from the Quarterdeck) Edgartown

008 627-7907

Boneyard Logo items available at www.theboneyardsurfshop.com

DREAM

COLLECTION
Amenican Original e (outare”

Still dreaming of
Dream Weavern?

We can make your
dreams come true!

Just call us at 800-508-1974 or email us at
dreamweaver@dreamclub364.com
and we can send you pictures or a pick box.

New Designers, New "Planet Boutique"
and a larger selection of all
your favorite American designers

364 St. Armands Circle
Sarasota, FL 34236 * 941.388.1974

FOREVER
WILD
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80% OFF

on the foIIowmg Chobi and Peshawar carpets made
with natural dyes and handspun wool by Turkoman
weavers. ldeal for beach house or mansion

; . ORIGINALLY NOw
L T'x9'4" $3,080  $616° -
e 77'x11'1"  $3,840  $768. - .
Lo 8'6"x12"  $4,660  $932
> 81I"xII'8" $4,680  $936 B
L 8'5"x12'10" $4,900

$980

mature shade trees.

Located in one of Edgartown’s most desirable neighborhoods on a corner lot, one block away from the
harbor lies this distinctively styled historic home. The home features gracious living spaces, three fireplaces,
tall ceilings, period details and a wonderful covered porch. The main house offers five bedrooms and three
baths. Complementing the property is a free standing garage and guest structure, a large rear yard and several

33 COTTAGE STREET

Exclusively offered at $2,450,000.

CONOVER.
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19 South Summer Street
508-627-3757
www.mvlandvest.com
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