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It’s been nearly 400 years since
Jaques in As You Like It made the
observation that all the world’s a stage,
but over the next few weeks, high
school drama teacher Kate Murray
and 16 theatre students will take the
Shakespearian saying to heart as they
rehearse their original musical, The Se-
cret of the Seven Sisters, in parking lots,
hallways and on beaches in order to
prepare for their upcoming two-week
trip to Festival Fringe in Edinburgh,
Scotland, where they will stage four
performances of the show.

And this Sunday they will take the
real stage at the high school Perform-
ing Arts Center to offer the Vineyard
community a preview performance of
the show which has been in the works
since last May. That is when the theatre
program first received a nomination
to be one of just 43 American high
school groups attending the prestigious
drama festival. After being nominated
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by Emerson College theatre professor
Robert Colby, who based his selec-
tion on the group’s performance at
the annual Massachusetts High School
Drama Guild Festival, Ms. Murray and
the students created a portfolio of their
recent works — featuring original pro-
ductions Boxes, Between the Lines and
Letters — which proved strong enough
to land them the spot at Fringe.

“I can’t believe it — a whole year
... over a year — and it’s finally
here,” said Tessa Permar during a mu-
sic rehearsal Tuesday afternoon. Ms.
Permar plays heroine Maia, a young
girl on a “journey to find her rightful
place in the galaxy,” in the words of
castmate Bryan MacKenty. Along the
way, she meets characters both helpful
(such as guide Kavi, played by ris-
ing senior Grant Meacham), and hin-
dering (Quetalcoatl, played by rising
sophomore Taylor McNeely) before
finally reuniting with her six sisters.
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DANCING THEIR WAY TO DEBUT AT EDINBURGH FRINGE FESTIVAL.

Scotland-Bound Secret to Be Revealed

To say more about the sisters would,
of course, ruin the secret implied by
the musical’s title.

The journey from the humble initial
playwriting session in June 2009 (“We
ate a cake and brainstormed,” recalled
actor Charlie Picor) to last Saturday’s
four-hour-long tech rehearsal rivals
that of Maia herself. The script, written
by Ms. Murray with input from work-
shops with the troupe, has changed and
cast members have come and gone, lost
to the worlds of college orientations
and full-time jobs. Mr. MacKenty, for
example, took over the dual roles of
Orion and ancient god Poseidon (in
addition to minor chorus roles) just
two months ago, and has since thrown
himself into a rehearsal schedule even
more demanding than that required of
those who have been on board since
the beginning, often spending over six
hours a day at the performing arts
center.

VIVIAN EWING IS IN ELITE HIGH SCHOOL TROUPE.

“He’s been a seriously wonderful
addition,” said Ms. Murray.

Mr. MacKenty had no trouble find-
ing a place among the established cast,
noting that “a lot of us have known
each other since kindergarten.” Mr.
Meacham, who, along with Ms. Permar
is a choreographer for the production,
added that the drama department is
“the closest in this whole place” (while
the cast members are all part of the
high school theatre program, the ac-
tual Seven Sisters musical is sponsored
by local theatre fund-raising group
BravEncore). Inside jokes fly back and
forth between cast members backstage
during rehearsals.“Where is my super-
suit?” cries Mr. Meacham, referenc-
ing Pixar’s The Incredibles as he and
backstage guru, rising senior Mike Pat-
naude, laugh about the shiny gold one-
piece costume Kavi wears throughout
the play. Spontaneous dance breakouts
are common.

The actual staged dance numbers
accompany music composed by Ms.
Murray and drama alum Jake Esta-
brook (high school class of 2007), who
also arranged the songs and works as
a vocal coach. The Murray-Estabrook
partnership dates back to Ms. Murray’s
first year of teaching at the high school
seven years ago, when Mr. Estabrook
was a student in her class.

“It’s areally great team,” she said.“To
work with him [now] as a professional

TESSA PERMAR SEEKS TO FIND HER PLACE IN THE GALAXY.

and teacher has been such a joy.”

Also integral to the Seven Sisters
team is the group of parents who
have provided a backbone of sup-
port for the past year. They were
largely responsible for spearheading
fund-raising campaigns to cover the
$6,000-per-actor travel costs, in addi-
tion to the $5,000 needed for costumes
and props. While the production is
still just shy of its ambitious goal —
raffle tickets for an October Patriots-
Vikings matchup are still being sold by
the cast — Ms. Murray is nonetheless
“blown away by the amount of work

that a small group can do.”

Proceeds from Sunday’s matinee
performance will further benefit the
Scotland travel fund. Audience mem-
bers can expect to get a sense for the
technical difficulty of staging the per-
formance, which is still having its rough
edges smoothed and its smooth edges
honed ever finer — a process that will
not stop upon arrival in the United
Kingdom. The actors will not see the

space where they will perform until
the day before curtain, although they
do know that, at 20 feet wide and just
13 and a half feet deep, it is less than
half the size of the cavernous perform-
ing arts center stage. Adding to the
complications, Mr. Patnaude, who has
the already daunting task of operating
both the light and sound boards while
serving as stage manager, must run his
technical checks in just an hour and a
half. Such limitations are the main im-
petus for Ms. Murray to stage upcoming
rehearsals anywhere and everywhere
possible.

“That’s the nature of the game,”
she said, excited by the opportunity
to expose the students to the real-life
whims of theatre. “Live performance is
not predictable.”

It seems a sure bet, though, that The
Secret of the Seven Sisters will be a
smash hit both on-Island and across
the pond.

A one-time-only preview perfor-
mance of the original musical The Secret
of the Seven Sisters will be held Sunday,
August 1 at 4 p.m. at the regional high
school Performing Arts Center. Tickets
are $10 for general admission and $7
for students and seniors.
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the island’s contemporary gallery that has it all!

paintings e clay e jewelry e fiberart e furniture e glass e collectible art and more

56 main street vineyard haven 508-696-7323 www.shawcramergallery.com

LOUISA GOULD GALLERY
Trunk Show

CARINA

[

Caryna Nina pieces are all one-of -a-

Saturday, July 31st 4-7 pm
Francesca Kennedy - Wearable Art

Current Show - Summer Palette til 8.3
Jenifer Strachan - mosaics ® Joan Kennedy - oil paintings
JB Lamont - 3D art ® Jeanne Campbell - photos
Frauke Klatt - maritime art

54 Main Street, Vineyard Haven . Open Daily
« www.louisagould.com

508.693.7373

kind designs [unless they are a solid
coler) and can be custom ordered.

The designer mostly uses [talian
silk chiffon designer prints, such
as PUCC], Roberto Cavali, Oscar
De La Renta, Yalenting, or Armani.

s haw

cramer g a

main gallery

leslie baker
still life oil paintings

eric jensen
handbuilt porcelain

elizabeth taft

landscape oil paintings

eileen braun
biomorphic porcelain

JULY 30 - AUGUST 13

artist reception friday july 30 6-8

56 main street vineyard haven 508-696-7323 www.shawcramergallery.com

l ery

spotlight gallery
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CLOTHING etc.

Dress

Yourself

in Delicious!
i f YANKEE MAGAZINE

Editor’s Choice Recipient:
New England’s

Womenswear”

697 State Road

starts the 30™!

“Best Chic
2010

508.696.5939
West Tisbury

Jewelry sale

ONCE IN A BLUE MOON

A HIGHLY INDIVIDUAL AND INDEPENDENT
JEWELRY, CLOTHING & ARTS GALLERY

SINCE 1995

508-939-9027
12 North Summer Street ® Edgartown ¢ Martha's Vineyard

www.bluemoonmv.com

belsphohs: FOB-ETT-2066

The taff of
THE JOIHIN &TODBART GALLERY
invites you to attend a reception to mest
the artists and view their paintings
JOHN STOBART
and
BERT WRIGHT

oh

Saturday, August 7, 2010
5 pm til 7 pm

31 North dummer Street, Edgartown

18 M. Summer Strest, Edgartocsn
(508) B27-T490

WWW. CARYMNANIMNA.COM

thejobsstobrtgallety com

CARCL CRAVEN GALLERY

Contemporary & American Modernist Paintings, Drawings, Sculpture

NEW LOCATION

Tuesday — Saturday 11-5 and always by appointment
497 State Road, West Tisbury
508-693-3535 - ccraven@vineyard.net - www.cravengallery.com

Christie Scheele
"Vagabond Light"

THE FIELD GALLERY

Artists’ Reception Sunday, August st from 5-7pm

Patience Brewster
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Open Daily 10 am - 5pm, Sundays 11am - 4pm
www.fieldgallery.com

Marlee Brewster Brockmann

Maternal Instinct Watercolor and pencil
Self Portrait Pastel

Tapalpa oil on canvas

1050 State Rd ¢ West Tisbury ¢ (508) 693-5595
LOCATED ACROSS FROM ALLEY’S GENERAL STORE




