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	G eorgia Ellis Ireland, late of 190 South 
Road in Chilmark, died at the Elizabeth 
Residence on Bayside, Wisc. on Feb. 28.
	G eorgia was born Georgia May El-
lis in Melvin, Ill. on June 24, 1918. Her 
mother was Georgia May (Boshell) El-
lis, and her father, Oliver Ellis. Georgia 
graduated from Melvin High School 
and the University of Illinois.
	A fter college, she worked as an inte-
rior decorator for Marshall Field & Co. 
in Chicago from 1940 to 1944, when she 
married Emory Ireland, who was then a 
Navy officer teaching at Abbot Hall in 
Chicago, and later became chief struc-
tural engineer for Stone and Webster 
Engineering Corporation of Boston. 
	G eorgia lived for many years in 
Wellesley, where she was active in civic 
affairs. She served on the board of direc-
tors of the following civic organizations: 
Hardy School Parent Teachers Asso-
ciation, Friends of the Wellesley Free 
Library, Wellesley League of Women 
Voters, Wellesley Community Chest and 
Council, United Community Services of 
Greater Boston, and National Federation 
of Republican Women. She held office as 

	 Norma (Smith) Falce of Wethersfield, 
Conn., beloved wife of Peter A. Falce, 
died on Wednesday, July 14. She was 73.
	S he born on Nov. 25, 1936, in Vine-
yard Haven on Martha’s Vineyard to 
the late Joseph Ferreira and Virginia 
Smith and graduated with the class of 
1954 from the Tisbury High School.  
Norma and her husband Peter raised 
their family in the south end of Hart-
ford, Conn., before retiring to Wethers-
field. She spent all her summer vaca-
tions with her family on the Island for 
50-plus years, enjoying all the beaches 
and restaurants and having dinner on 
the beach. She enjoyed volunteering for 
the Newington Senior Center for many 
years. She was employed for the past 
10 years by Executive Network and 
Alfin, Fagan & Falce Accountants, both 
in Farmington, Conn., where she made 
many new and wonderful friends.
	 Besides her husband, Norma is 
survived by her three sons and their 
families: Peter and his wife Christine 
of Broad Brook, Conn., and their chil-
dren Nicholas and Zachary; Wayne and 
his wife Lisa of Wethersfield, Conn., 
and their children Allyse, Alexander 
and Andrew; and Mark and his wife 
Karen-Lee of Stafford Springs, Conn., 
and their children Jake, Serra, Sydney, 
Taylor and Benjamin. She is also sur-
vived by numerous nieces and nephews 
including: Robert Falce and his wife 
Wauline of Newington, Conn.; Richard 
Alwardt and his wife Joanne of Cape 
Coral, Fla.; and Michael Colaneri and 
his wife Karen of West Tisbury. She 
was predeceased by her sister, Beverly 
Martin Keuhnemund and her nephew, 
Frank Alwardt.
	I n lieu of flowers, donations in Nor-
ma’s name may be made to the Helen 
& Harry Gray Cancer Center, 80 Sey-
mour Street, P.O. Box 5037, Hartford, 
CT 06102 or to the American Diabetes 
Foundation, 306 Industrial Park Road, 
Suite 105, Middletown, CT 06457. For 
on-line expressions of sympathy to the 
family, please visit desopo.com.
 

vice president of the Wellesley Central 
Council of Parent Teacher Associations, 
president of the Wellesley Friendly Aid 
Society (dual purpose agency supplying 
social work and visiting nurse services 
to the town), president of the Wellesley 
Women’s Republican Club, president of 
the Massachusetts Federation of Repub-
lican Women, and vice chairman of the 
Massachusetts Republican State Com-
mittee. She was elected to four three-
year terms as a member of the Wellesley 
town meeting, three four-year terms as 
a member of the Wellesley Republican 
town committee, delegate to the Massa-
chusetts Republican primary convention 
twice, delegate at large to the Republican 
National Convention in 1964, and alter-
nate delegate at large to the Republican 
National Convention in 1960. She is par-
ticularly remembered for her work as 
regional coordinator for the American 
Revolution Bicentennial Commission, 
and as administrative assistant for Sen. 
Edward Brooke, who was the first black 
senator since Reconstruction.
	A fter her husband’s death, Georgia 
moved to Chilmark, where she built 
both a main house and a guest house, 
and served as executive director of Mar-
tha’s Vineyard Community Services un-
til her retirement. She greatly admired 
Ed Brooke, Lena Horne and Abraham 
Lincoln. She doted on her children and 
grandchildren and loved the Vineyard, 
ballroom dancing, her discussion groups 
and the New York Times crossword 
puzzle. She was still enjoying the Vine-
yard, and could be seen riding her lawn 
tractor, until a year before her death. 
She spent the last year of her life in the 
Elizabeth Residence in Wisconsin.
	G eorgia was an independent spirit 
with great energy and vitality. She was 
always willing to pitch in and had a great 
impact on everything she undertook.
	S he is survived by two sons, Emory 
Ellis Ireland of Milwaukee, Wisc., and 
Oliver Ison Ireland of Alexandria, Va., 
and five grandchildren; Jonathan and 
Robert, sons of Emory Ireland, and 
Olivia, Genevieve and Fiona, daughters 
of Oliver Ireland.

Tisbury-Born Norma Falce 
Loved Island Summers

Georgia Ellis Ireland Was Community Services Director 

	O ak Bluffs police arrested a 35-year-
old Oak Bluffs man last Thursday 
morning after he reportedly broke into 
an apartment on Uncas avenue and 
threatened to kill a man and woman 
living there while brandishing a hand-
gun.
	A ccording to a press release from 
police, Richard J. Brymer kicked in the 
door to the apartment while wearing 
a bandanna over his face. He pistol-
whipped the man and put the gun to 
the side of his head and told him he 
was going to kill him, police said.
	 Police are searching for the handgun, 
which Mr. Brymer said he discarded 
in a wooded area. Mr. Brymer was 
arrested after being spotted by officer 
Frank Pachico on Greenleaf avenue. 
There was a struggle during the arrest, 
and Officer Pachico suffered a knee in-
jury and multiple cuts and abrasions.
	M r. Brymer was charged with armed 
home invasion, breaking and entering 
in the nighttime to commit a felony, 
assault and battery with a dangerous 
weapon, resisting arrest and assault and 
battery on a police officer.
	 Police are continuing to search for 
the handgun. Anyone with information 
is asked to call the Oak Bluffs station 
at 508-693-0750.

Police Searching for Gun 
Used in Home Invasion

Corrections
	A  story in Friday’s Gazette about 
Sail Martha’s Vineyard reported inac-
curately on the origins of the program. 
The program was founded by the late 
Nancy Haskell and Nancy Hoffman.

•
	A  story in Friday’s Gazette about 
commercial fishermen affected by the 
Menemsha Coast Guard fire contained 
errors. Stanley Larsen’s blue mussel 
work has no connection to the experi-
mental offshore blue mussel farm. And 
Wayne Iacono’s lobster pots cost $65 
apiece.
	T he Gazette regrets the errors.

Pictures by Ivy Ashe

Willie Berger and sister Helen touch the wing of a model plane on display.

By IVY ASHE 

Heat, Hundreds Welcome Historic
 Planes to Grass Strip in Katama

	H istory buffs and aviation enthu-
siasts alike gathered at the Katama 
Airfield in Edgartown on Saturday 
afternoon for a chance to see restored 
World War II airplanes in action. The 
planes — two trainer aircraft and a 
transport plane — were flown in as a 
spinoff event to the Those Who Serve 
exhibit at the Martha’s Vineyard Mu-
seum.
	 “It’s important to show that exhibi-
tions in museums come off the walls, 
that they’re alive. Some of them are 

living history,” said museum executive 
director David Nathans during an in-
terview at the event.
	T he planes began to arrive at noon, 
each cruising once over the airfield to 
give attendees a good look before cir-
cling around to touch down on the grass 
runway. Pilots brought the aircraft back 
to park outside the hangar area, where 
past met future as the young children in 
attendance clustered around the planes 
to ask questions.
	T he vivid blue and yellow wings of 
Dave Fetherston’s 1941 Boeing Stear-
man drew many onlookers throughout 
the day. Mr. Fetherston, who is from 
Mansfield, bought his plane in 2004, 
marking the latest chapter in the Stear-
man’s long history. The aircraft was pri-
marily used to train new pilots during 
World War II; following the war, it was 
put to use as a crop duster until being 
fully restored in 1990.
	T he many past lives of Mr. Fether-
ston’s Stearman underscore the idea 
that every plane, like every pilot, has 
a history all its own. In bringing the 
planes to the airfield for the public to 
see in person, these stories could come 
to life.
	 “People that love aviation talk about 
aviation all the time,” said Heather 

Robillard, also of Mansfield, who had 
flown in for the event with husband 
René and daughter Maura in their 1947 
Super Cruiser. The Robillards were 
among several Massachusetts-area 
pilots in attendance, and are regular 
visitors to the Katama Airfield.
	M rs. Robillard also noted the impor-
tance of the fly-ins for passing on the 
spirit of aviation to a new generation. 
“Unless you’re brought up with [flying], 
you might not be exposed to it except 
at events like these,” she said.
	A  more scaled-down spirit of avia-
tion was on display at the Martha’s 
Vineyard Model Club’s booth, where 
local model builders had brought some 
of their handmade planes to exhibit 
at the event. Carl Watt of Edgartown, 
who has been creating models since 
Christmas of 1943 and often designs 
his own miniatures, pointed out that 
the construction of the small aircraft 
was sometimes as complex as that of 

their full-sized counterparts.
	W hile the model builders were a hit 
at the airfield, however, the real pow-
erhouses were the vintage planes.
	 “It’s a very exciting and emotional 
experience for some people,” said Mr. 
Nathans. “I think because we’re at war 
again — maybe not as big, but as emo-
tionally engaging for many people — it 
reminds us of why we do those things. 
It reminds us that people do sacrifice 
for freedom.”
	M r. Fetherston echoed the sentiment 
as he explained why he had joined the 
ranks of modern-day aviators. “Free-
dom — that’s what flying is all about,” 
he said.

Maura Robillard on the wing of Dave Fetherston’s Boeing Steerman.

Tom Morley, Robert Conway look over René Robillard’s 1947 Super Cruiser.
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CO L DW E L L BA N K E R LA N D M A R K S
Experience, when you need it most.

15 Church Street, Vineyard Haven     (508) 693-6866
To see all listings Island-wide, visit www.mvlandmarks.com

(C)2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. 

COTTAGE BY THE SEA
 www.mvlandmarks.com/sea

Quaint Lagoon front cottage with private setting and bright, cheerful interior.  Hear the sound 
of the water lapping on the sandy beach. One car garage under the house provides off season 
storage for beach and boating equipment. Walking distance to the village. Exclusive $952,000

LANDMARKS
REAL ESTATE

MINK MEADOWS GOLF CLUB 
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 

FOR MEMBERSHIP
Our facility is one of the best-kept secrets on the Vineyard.
We have affordable initiation fees, membership dues and 
payment plans.
Our membership is a diverse group of year-round and 
seasonal residents who enjoy a friendly and relaxed golf 
experience.
Call us anytime for a tour of our new clubhouse and 
exceptional golf course.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO RECEIVE AN 
APPLICATION PLEASE CALL: 508-693-0600

www.minkmeadowsgc.com13TH ANNUAL 

WATER TASTING
BY THE SEA
A Benefi t For Vineyard House
July 29th, 5:30 – 7:30 pm , $75 

At the estate of Richard and Nancy Friedman on 

Oyster Pond off Edgartown West Tisbury Road.

Chilled gourmet waters, hors d’oeuvres by Jan Buhrman, 

raw bar, live music.

 
For tickets call Vineyard House at (508) 693-8580
or visit www.vineyardhouse.org

	 Madeline Bobby E. Pachico of Vine-
yard Haven died on Friday morning 
March 12 at her home surrounded by 
her family. She was 81.
	S he was the wife of Ernest W. Pachico 
and the mother of Thomas W. Pachico, 
Paula Pachico and Pamela Benner all 
of Martha’s Vineyard.
	 Bobby worked for the sheriff’s de-
partment in the communications center 
for many years.
	S he was the best friend and partner 
of 60 wonderful years to her husband 
Ernest, who gave all he had to take 
care of her in her final years and give 
her all she wanted. They loved to travel 
together, visiting Las Vegas often and 
wintering in Pompano Beach, Fla.
	S he was a wonderful and caring 
mother and grandmother. She loved 
a good laugh, a good joke and a good 
party. She will be missed by all those 
people whose lives she touched.
	A  graveside service for the interment 
of her cremains will be held on Saturday, 
July 24, at 10 a.m. in the Oak Grove 
Cemetery in Vineyard Haven officiated 
by the Rev. Michael Nagle. All are invited 
to the PA Club in Oak Bluffs following 
the burial. Please bring a dish to share.
	D onations may be made in her mem-
ory to the Windmere Nursing Home 
and Rehabilitation Facility, P.O. Box 
1477, Oak Bluffs, MA 02557 or to the 
Alzheimer’s Research Association, 
MA Chapter, 311 Arsenal Street, Wa-
tertown, MA 02472.
	A rrangements are under the care 
of the Chapman, Cole and Gleason 
Funeral Home in Oak Bluffs. Please 
visit ccgfuneralhome.com for online 
guest book and information.

Bobby Pachico Dies at 81, 
Worked in Sheriff’s Office


